Many political and social reformers recognise this fact, but they add that their first duty is to legislate for the 90 per cent, normal and not for the 10 per cent, sub-normal persons. Our reply to this is that many of the social reforms designed for the general improvement of the community will not be fruitful until we have dealt with the special problems of the sub-normal group. The doctor in his treatment of a case clears the deck for action by first removing all the septic foci. A similar maxim seems applicable to our national health.
Mental deficiency is one of the septic foci, and it calls for treatment at the outset of any attempt to deal comprehensively with the chronic social evils of the community.
